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| — -One Holy - Day, ſtrictly kept, robs the Poor of 
more than a whole Year's Charity will ſupply. 
I may therefore venture to affirm, that there is more 
Charity in taking away one Saint's Day, than in 
building and endowing twenty Colleges, 
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Col. ii. 16. 


Let no Man therefore judge you in Re- 
ſpect of an Holy-Day, or of the Neu- 
Moon, or of the Sabbath- Days. 


PN 

Grateful] Commemoration of the di- 
vine Interpoſitions in favour of Man- 
kind, and particularly of the Benefits com- 
municated to the World through Jzsus 
CarisT; Seaſons and Times ſeparated to 
the Offices of Religion, and its public Duties, 
and a virtuous Eſteem for the Memory of 
the juſt and pious, have an happy Aſpett on 
the Prattice of Religion and Goodneſs. But 
as the external Tokens and Expreſſions of 
Thankfulneſs for the divine Mercies, and of 
Reverence to great and good Characters, 
have been generally conducted, even a- 
monglt Chriſtians, they have baniſhed from 
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[4] | 
the Minds of Men the Impreſſions of ge- 
nuine Religion, ſtrengthened the Intereſts 
of Superſtition, and afforded Opportunities 
and Incentives to Idleneſs and Debauchery. 


The preſent Seaſon of the Year is an obvi- 
ous Inſtance of the Truth of this Obſerva- 


tion, and a melancholy Proof of what is the 
Effect of human Inſtitutions, though recom- 


mended by the Sanction of great Names, 
and enforced by the Views and Preten- 
ſions of ſtricter Piety. And yet ſo little 
have Men been warned of the Conſe- 
quences of ſuch Holy Days and religious 
Feſtivals, that our Proteſtant Calendar ſtill 
retains a Number of Days marked out for. 


_ celebrating the Virtues of ſome Martyr, or 


commemorating ſome Scene of our Lo RD“ 
Miniſtry and Sufferings :* And the Popiſh 
Calendar, notwithſtanding the Amendments 
and Correttions given it, in this Reſpett, by 


the Hands of ſome later Popes, preſents us 


with a much greater Variety and Multitude 
of ſuch Days and Seaſons. 
Their Authority, Utility, and Riſe, are 
therefore no- improper Subjett of Enquiry 
an 


* All Churchmen are obliged to keep all Hoy-Days, in 
hearing the Word and in Prayer, Can. 13. A Rule, I be- 


lie ve, thoſe who would be thought the trueſt Sons of 


the Church never come up to; nor do I ſee how they 
can, ſince theſe Days are fo numerous, that the ca- 


nonical Obſervation of them is impracticable, as you 
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5 J 
and Conſideration. We, as Diſſenters, eſ- 
teem every Day alike ; our fellow Chriſtians 
around us, eſteem one Day above another. 
Let the Judgment and Condutt of each be. 
tried, by the Principles of fair Reaſon, and 
of divine Revelation. We apprehend that 
upon attending to the Origin of theſe Sea- 


ſons and Days—Their Tendency and In- 


fluence—the Perfection of the Chriſtian In- 
ſtitutions—and the Genius of the Goſpel— 
it will clearly appear, that there 1s no Ground, 
no Obligation to obſerve them. Let no Man 
then judge and cenſure us with Reſpect to a 
Holy-Day, a New Moon, or Sabbath-Days. For 


I. The Spirit and Precepts of the Goſpel ſet 
us free from the Obſervation of Days, 
Weeks and Seaſons. It would carry ſome 
Weight and Influence with it, if we were to 
urge thoſe juſt and rational Views our di- 
vine Maſter and his Religion have inculcat- 
ed with Reſpett to the Nature of Piety, and 
the trueſt, moſt acceptable Method of teſti- 
tying our Regards to the Almighty ; as when 

6771 A 3 - he 
will find by the following Liſt, which you have in 
the Table annexed to the Calendar. 


I. Feaſts — — 29 
II. Vigils — — — 16 
Lent — — 40 

III. Faſts \ Ember Day: — 12 
Rogation Days — 3 


. 
he admoniſhes the Woman of Samaria, the 
Hour cometh, and now is, when the true 
Worthippers ſhall worſhip the Father in Spi- 
rit and Truth, for the Father ſeeketh ſuch 
to worſhip him;” when He again and again 
advances that favourite Maxim, I will have 
Mercy and not Sacrifice; when the Apoſtle 
- declares, the Kingdom of God is not Meat 
and Drink, but Righteouſneſs, and Peace, 
and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt.” Theſe Senti- 
ments at leaſt och us, that genuine Reli- 


Days and Seafons, and that they are not 

— to its external Ads and Expreſ- 
ns. : 

But it is more directly to the Point, to 

obſerve that the Goſpel aboliſhed thoſe Or- 

dinances about Holy-Days, new Moons, and 

Sabbath-Days, which, before its Commence- 


ment, were enatted by divine Authority; it 


aboliſhed them, without ſubſtituting others in 


theRoom of them, more correſpondent to the 


leading Facts in the Chriſtian Scheme. This 
is the Conſideration ſuggeſted by the Apol- 
tle in the Context; where He aflerts, that 
| the 


Fan, & Fridays all the YearabſtraRing 
6 from Lent and Chriſtmas 46 
IV. Solemn Days, as 5 Nov. go Jan, 29 May g 


Total 149 
Which with the 5 Sundays in the Year make 201 


may conkiſt without the Obſervation of > 


( 
| 
| 
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the whole Body of the Moſaic Inſtitutions 
was abrogated by the Death of Chriſt ; that 


they who waved ſhowing any farther Re- 
gard to them ought not therefore to be 


_ raſhly cenſured; and that the Reaſon of 


this Alteration in the Plan of divine Wor- 
ſhip was, that the Ordinances relative to 
Food, Months, and Days, were only Sha- 
dows of a purer and nobler Worſhip un- 
der IEsus CurisT, Ver. 14, 16, 17. 
Blotting out the Hand- writing of Ordinances, 
which were againſt us, which were contrary to us, 
and took it out of the Way, nailing it to his Crofs ; 
Let no Man therefore 2 you in Meat or Drink, 
or in Reſpect of a Holy-Day, or of the New 
Moon, or of the Sabbath-Day ; which are a Sha- 
dow of Things to come, but the Body 1s of Chriſt. 
It is in this View very remarkable, with 
what a Degree of Severity He expoſtulates 
with the Galatzan Converts* on this Head. 
But now after that have known God, or 
rather are known of God, how turn you again 

70 


Now, according to this Calculation of the g65 
Days in the Year, there remain only 164 ſhares — 
Days for common Labour, tho' God allows us out of 
that Number 31g. Thus, by human Inſtitution, we 
are allowed but g working Days in 7, whereas the 
fourth Commandment grants us 6 working Days out 
of 7, See C. Owen's Separation without Schiſm, 
p. 31, 33. 
* Gal, iv. 9, 10, 11. 
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to the weak and beggarly Elements, whereunto | 


ye defire again to be in Bondage ? Ye obſerve 
Bas, and Months, and Fears: I am afraid 
of you, leſt 1 have beſtowed on ou Labour in 


vam: The Apoſtle ſeems to conſider the 


maintaining a religious Diſtinction of Days, 


and Meats, under the liberal Diſpenſation of 


the Goſpel, as an Inſtance of great Weak- 
neſs, as repugnant to the Spirit of Chrif- 
tianity, and as in ſome Meaſure fruſtrat· 
ing his own generous Labours. 

And reflett with yourſelves, Chriſtians, 
whether his Expoſtulations are not ſup- 
ported with the utmoſt Juſtneſs and Pro- 
priety of Sentiment ? For, beſides that now, 
under CRRIST, the Jewiſh Law and its 


Ordinances have no. longer any Force, this 
Reverence for Days and Seaſons would, and | 


in Fact has involved Men in warm Debates 


about fooliſh and unintereſting Queſtions of 


Chronology and endle/s Genealogies, which 
ſand particularly condemned by the Apol- 
tle ; and which yet e _ amongſt thoſe 
who would accurate} the Seaſons of 
CuxrsT's Birth, an rings, and the 
Days on which the nr Martyrs endur- 
ed Martyrdom. And the Piety cheriſh- 
ed by the Principles, and recommended by 
the — of the Goſpel, is of an ingenu- 
ous, free and habitual Influence, the Affec- 


tion of Sons towards the Supreme Parent, 
| which 
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which does not need the Injunctions of par- 
ticular Days to call it forth into Exerciſe ; 

nor is awakened in a mechanical Manner by 
the Return of ſpecial Seaſons; nor is it 
ſtinted to Weeks and Days: Theſe Things 
all ſayor of a defective Gratitude, and be- 
tray a State of Bondage under the Elements of 
tie World. —By theſe Principles let us judge 
of the Conduct of thoſe, Who have loaded 
the Chriſtian Church with Laws relative to 
Meats and Days, who: have kindled Conteſts 
about the Time of keeping £Zaſter, andof the 
Roman Pontiff Gregory the Thirteenth, who. 
by introducing a new Calendar, or Regula- 
tion of divine Worſhip, aggravated theſe 
Strifes : Or rather, inſtead of inſmuating 
Reflections on others, let us think with calm 
Satisfaction on the Conformity of our own 


CondyR, in this Point, to the Goſpel. Eſpe» 


cially 


II. As the Days and Seaſons are rendered 
unneceſſary and ſuperfluous by the divine Inſti- 
tutions of Chriſtianity, It is indeed à rati- 
onal, and it is felt by every ſincere Chriſ- 
tian to be a delightful Engagement, to 
member Jzsus that great condeſcendi 
Friend to Mankind, But has He himſolf 
made no Proviſion for preſerving and per- 
petuating the devout Memory of his Name, 
Character, and Sufferings, alive in the 
6 ks World, 
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World, till the End of Time; that Men have 
inſtituted ſo many Days, and Weeks, and 


formed publick Offices of Religion, to com- 
memorate the principal Tranſattions of our 


Redeemer's Life on Earth? Or have his 


_ Appointments leſs Propriety, Efficacy, and 
Weight, than human Injunctions? Is it in 
vain, that He inſtructed his Diſciples to 
aſſociate together for the Profeſſion of his 
Religion, and for the Purpoſes of ſocial, 
evangelical Worſhip? Is not a Chriſtian 
Church a viſible Exhibition, and ſtanding 
Monument of the Chriſtian Faith, and of 
true Religion? Is it in vain, that our LoRx D 
has put ſuch Honour on the firſt Day of 
the Week, and that the Apoſtles conſecrat- 
ed it to the public Acts of Piety, and in 
a particular Manner, to preſerve the glad- 
dening Remembrance of Curisrt's trium- 
phant Reſurrection from the Dead, and of 
the Deſcent of the Hor Gurosr in all its 
miraculous Gifts, and to revive, as 1t re- 
turns, the Hope of a ReſurreQtion of all 
the Righteous to Life Everlaſting, and the 


inviting Profpetts of an everlaſting and per- 


fett Reſt above? Is it in vain, that our 
Lord has appointed Baptiſm, as a Way 
of confeſſing before Men our Reverence 
and Submiſſion to his gracious and exalt- 
ed Character? Is it in vain, that He fo 
particularly - provided for the laſting and 

* | affecting 
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affecting Commemoration of his bitter Suf- 
ferings and Death? Is it in vain, that the 
Day, and the Supper of the Logo, by be- 
ing ſo frequently renewed, are ſo conti- 
nually reviving the Recollettion and Im- 
preſſions of ſuch great and intereſting Facts? 
Do not all theſe Appointments, of the 
Goſpel itſelf, ſubſerve all thoſe pious 
and uſeful Ends Men have | propoſed by 
the Diſtinction of Days and Seaſons? Do 
they not more effettually and properly 
* thoſe Views? The moſt that Days 

and Seaſons can promiſe, is to bring to 
Mind the Love of CHRIST, and the Scenes 
of his Miniſtry ; they cannot afford any Re- 
ſemblance and Emblem of them to the 
Senſes;“ whereas the Chriſtian Inſtituti- 
ons, not only aſſiſt the Memory, but ad- 
dreſs the Senſes by lively and viſible To- 
kens. Baptiſm, (if we underſtand by it 
the Rite that was originally appointed, and 
always practiſed in the firſt Chriſtian Chur- 
ches, viz. Immerſion; otherwiſe indeed, the 
Force of the Similitude is entirely loſt) is 


* In Popiſh Countries they endeavour to make 
Amends for this Defe& ; for at Chriſtmas and Eaſter 
they have a ſcenical or dramatic Repreſentation of the 

Events commemorated, and act over the Tranſac- 
tions of Cyx1stT's N _—_ and Sufferings, The very 
Relation of which cannot but be ſhocking; to thoſe who 
are not under the Influenceof a ſuperſtitious Education. 
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an Emblem of the Burial and Reſurrection 
of Cukisr. The Breaking of the Bread 
and Wine in the Lory's Supper, is a 
moving Repreſentation of thoſe Agonies 
that tore his tender Frame, and of that 
precious Blood which was ſhed for us on 
the Croſs. By theſe Means the principal 
Facts of Chrityanity are not only comme- 
morated, but are evidently jet forth before 
our Eyes, and by ſignificant Actions ex- 
hibited to the View of Men.—Thus the 
Matter ſtands with Reſpect to the Expe- 
diency and Utility of Days and Seaſons, 
as Marks of grateful Reſpett to ChRISr, 
when compared with the real Inſtitutions 
of CurisT himfelf. , | 
But many of theſe Holy-Days are dedi- 
cated 'to the Memory of the Apoſtles, and 
Martyrs, and the Virgin Mary. Here, it 
may well be aſked, Is the Diſciple to be 
placed above his Maſter? And whilſt the 


New Teſtament is totally ſilent about the 


Obſervation of any Days to the Honour 
of the latter, are we at Liberty to pay un- 
to the former this Diſtinction and Re- 

ſpect 


* If we mult keep Holy-days, for all the Apoſtles 
and other Saints of the Pope's making, why not for 
the Patriarchs and Prophets Why not for St. Enoch, 
St. Seth, St. Noah, St. Abraham, St. Lot, St. Moſes, 
St. Job, St. David, St. Samuel, St. Eſaias, St. Jeremy, 
Ac. De Laune's Plea for the Nonconformiſts, p. 51. 


A. 
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pe& ? If indeed any of the beau of, 


Chriſtians have a Claim to this Honour, o 
being recollected on Feſtivals devoted to 
their Memory and bearing their Name, on 
none would it be fo properly beſtowed as 
on the Apoſtles; who, at the Expence of 
every Thing dear in Life, and ſupport 
with the ſupernatural Sandtions of Hea- | 
ven, firſt preached the Goſpel to Men, | 
and in their immortal Writings have con- 
veyed down the invaluable Treaſure to 
the lateſt Poſterity : but, with Reſpett to — 
them, what Authority is there for this Tri- 
bute of Gratitude? It is obſervable, that 
the antient Writers ſeldom, if ever, give 
the Title of Saint to thoſe holy Benefac- 
tors of Mankind; but {ingly ftile them 
Peter, Paul, Fohn, &c.*ﬀ——— And they them- 
ſelves appear to have expreſsly guarded 
againſt keeping anyDays in Honour of them- 
ſelves, becauſe they have left behind fo 
little an Account of themſelves. THE Acts 
Or THE APOSTLES, the moſt authentic Re- 
cords of the firſt planting of Chriſtianity, 
turniſhes, ſcarcely any Anecdotes of an 
of the Apoſtles, except Peter, Paul, John, 
and James; is not careful to preſerve chro- 
nological Dates; nor gives any Hints of 
the 


* Lord King's Ay into the Primitive Church, 
Part II, Chap. 9. 5 . 
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the Days on which their Martyrdoms hap- 
pened. This Book was written to inform 
us how the Goſpel firſt gained a firm 
Footing among the Jews, and the devout 
and 1dolatrous Gentiles: But not to cele; 
brate the Characters of the Apoſtles, nor to 
aſſign the Anniverſaries of their Death. No 
A Shew of Wiſdom and Piety, and the 
| 3 of later Times, placed theſe 

ays in the Calendar. Let us proceed 
to obſerve 5 


III. The Tendency and Influence of theſe 
Days and Seafons. One of the two Cauſes 
to which a celebrated Grecian Geographer 
imputes the Ruin of a great City in Italy, 
once very powerful in her Fleets and Ar- 
mies, is that ſhe had more Feſtivals than 
Days in a Lear.“ And this was probably 
the real Source of its Adverſity and Over- 
throw. For our own Experience in this 

Country informs us what pernicious Ef- 
-fefts ariſe from theſe ſacred Feſtivals ; 
which, though ſet apart with a View to 
advance the Intereſts of Religion and 
Virtue, are in their natural Tendency preg- 
nant with Iniquity and Vice. Labour is 
omitted: The vacant and unemployed Time 
is filled up with. ſenſual Gratifications, 

- | which 


* The Name of the City was Tarentum, See Fran- 
cis's Horace, Book g. Ode 5. Note to Line 56. 
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which among the lower Claſs of Men com- 
monly impoveriſh their Families, as well as 
pollute their Minds: A Diſinclination to 
Induſtry is contracted : and Habits of Idle- 
neſs and Debauchery are formed. Every 
ſuch Day is an Incentive to perſonal Vice, 
and a Loſs to the civil Community; for it 


is deprived of the Fruits and Advantages, 
which would otherwiſe be derived from the 


Diligence and Labours of its moſt numer- 
cus and uſeful Members; ſo that if the 


Time loſt to the Employments of Trade 
and Manufacture, was ſpent in Sobriety and 
innocent Mirth, yet the Publick would re- 
ceive no inconſiderable Detriment.—— In 


ſome Countries in particular, they are en- 


couraged to ſerve the Purpoſes of Tyran- 
ny, and to lull the. People into Security 
and Peace, under all the Evils and Miſeries+ 
arifing from the Loſs of Liberty and Want 
of Trade. In this View an ingenious and 
ſenſible Foreigner. and Catholick, recom- 
mends them; as the Proceſſions, Pomp 
and Shew, which they are attended with 
in thoſe Countries, (He ſays)“ keep the 
„ Populace in good Humour, and divert 
them from the many Mifchiefs, which 
« inevitably ariſe from ſuffering the Minds 
of the common People to prey too much 

2 * upon 


* Barretii's Account of Italy, Vol. 2, P. 67, 
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* upon themſelves, and to fall into a State 
* of Melancholy and Diſcontent.” And 
with-this Argument He informs us, he has 
heard many a Politician plead for them.“ 
But how far it is ſerviceable, or juſt to the 
Rights of Mankind, thus to ſoothe the Peo- 
ple of any Kingdom into an Indifference 
to the greateſt Privileges and Bleſſings, 
feems eafy to determine. | 

But ſuppoſing theſe Appointments of ſa- 
cred Seaſons and Feſtiyals were clear of 
. theſe evil Conſequences, methinks their Af- 
pett. on Religion and the Simplicity of 
Chriſtianity, is an important Conſideration, 
It threatens to deſtroy the Knowledge and 
efface the Power of genuine ſpiritual Reli- 
gion, when the Attention is fo frequent- 
ly diverted to external Duties, and human 


Inftitations; for that Streſs, that Care is here- 


by placed on Times and Days, which ought 
to be directed to nobler Aims, the grateful 
Adoration of the Almighty, and an Imitati- 
on of his Purity and Benevolence. Thus 
to add to the Inſtitutions of the Goſpel, is 
to lay a Burden upon Chriſtians which 


CRHRISTH and his Apoſtles did not ſee fit to 


lay ; it is to teach the Ordinances of Men 
for the Commandments of God; and to 


open a wide door for the Introduction of 
| endleſs 


* The ſame, P. 59. 
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endleſs Rites and Injunctions, under the 
Plea of Decency, Piety, and Zeal. 
If they are thus hurtful in their Influence, 
rendered unneceſſaryby the Appointments of 
our great Maſter himſelf, and not conſiſ- 
tent with the Precepts and Genius of the 
Goſpel, it is a natural Enquiry, from whence 
did they ariſe, and what gave Occaſion and 


Authority to their firſt Uſe. This leads 
us to conſider 


IV. The Origm of theſe Seaſons and 
Days. This I will give you in the Words 
of the great Sir Iſaac Newton ;, who in- 
forms us from antient evangelical Hiſtory, 


„That after the Perſecution under the Em- 


„ peror Decius, about the middle of the 
third Century, Gregory of Neocæſarea, 
in Pontus, inſtituted amongſt all Peo- 
ple, as an Addition or Corollary of De- 
* votion towards God, that Feſtival Days 


and Aſſemblies ſhould be celebrated to- 


* thoſe who had contended for the Faith, 
* i. e. to the Martyrs, and He adds this. 
„ Reaſon for the Inſtitution; when He 
* obſerved. that the ſimple and unſkilful 
* Multitude by Reaſon of corporeal De- 
„lights, remained in the Error of Idols; 
„that the principal Thing: might be cor- 
„ retted. amongſt them, or that, inſtead of 

B 3 their 
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their vain Worſhip, they might turn their 


Eyes upon Gop, He permitted, that at 


the Memory of the holy Martyrs they 
might make merry, and delight them- 
ſelves, and be diſſolved in Joy: The 
Heathens were delighted with the Feſti- 
vals of their Gods, and unwilling to part 
with theſe Delights; and therefore Gre- 
gory, to facilitate their Converſion, in- 
ſtituted annual Feſtivals to the Saints 
and Martyrs. Hence it came to pals 
that for exploding the Sentiments of the 
Heathens, the principal Feſtivals of the 
Chriſtian Church ſucceeded in their Room, 
as the keeping of Chriſtmas with Joy and 
Feaſting, and Playing and Sports, in the 
room of the Bacchanalia and Saturnalia ; 
the celebrating May-Day with Flowers in 
the Room of the Floralia: and the keep- 
ing of Feſtivals to the Virgin Mary, John 


the Baptiſt, and divers of the Apoſtles, 


in the Room of the Solemnities at the 


Entrance of the Sun into the Signs of the 


Zodiac, in the old Julian Calendar. In 


the ſame Perſecution of Decius, Cyprian 


ordered the Paſhons of the Martyrs in 
Africa to be regiſtered, in order to cele- 
brate their Memory annually with Obla- 
tions and Sacrifices. And Felix,. Biſhop 
of Rome, a little after, according to the 


wh __« Hiſtorian, 
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% Hiſtprian, conſulting the Glory of the 
* Martyrs, ordained that Sacrifices ſhould 
„be celebrated annually in their Name. 
** By the Pleaſures of theje Feſtroals, ſays Sir 
% Ifaac, the Chriſtians  zncreaſed much in 
«© Numbers and decreaſed as much in Virtue, 
* until they were purged and made white 
„by the Perſecution of Dioclefian. This 
% was the firſt Step made in the Chriſtian 
Religion towards the Veneration of Mar- 
* tyrs; and though it did not amount to- 
* unlawful Worſhip, yet it diſpoſed the 
“ Chriſtians towards fuch a further Ve- 
© neration of the Dead, as in a ſhort 
© Time ended in the Invocation of Saints.“ ?“ 

Thus far this great Man; to which it is 
only neceſſary to add, that as to Eaſter, 
the moſt antient of all the Feſtivals, - we 
meet with no Account of it earlier than 
the End of the firſt, or the Beginning of 
the ſecond Century ; and in the Beginning 
of the third we find Whitſunday, or Pente- 
colt and Chriſtmas were obſerved. So that 
there is nothing in the Origin of theſe 


Days to reflect Eſteem upon them, nor in 


their Antiquity to give them Authority. 


* Sir Iſaac Newton's Obſervations on Daniel, 
P. 204, 5 


Lord King's Enquiry into the Primitive Church, 
Part II. Ch. 9. The Word Eafter, it is true, occurs 
Acts 12, 4. But every * who has the leaſt Acquain- 
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I cannot conclude this Head in*a mofe 
fuitable Manner, than m the Words of Abhe 
Pluche: © The Feaſts of Bacchus (ſays 
* this ingenious and candid Writer) have 


* been abolſhed by the Preaching of the 
“ Golpel, but we ſee the Remains of them 
in our Winter Rejoicings; It is the ſame 
* Seaſon, the ſame Concern, AND wiTty 
% NO GREAT DIFFERENCE THE SAME IDo- 


© LATRY. * This Paſſage is the more re- 
| markable 


9 


— 


tance with the Original, knows that not the Chriſtian 
Feſtival is there meant, but the Jewiſh Feaſt of the Paſ- 
ſover; for ſo the Word Haza fignifies, and is every 
whete elſe tranſlated : and to this Senſe the Context 
directs. See any Commentator. 

* Hiſtory of the Heavens, Vol. 1. P. 132. | 

It may be agreeable to the Reader to be further in- 
formed, that—*TheGothic,.or Northern Nations kept 
* three great religious Feſtivals in the Year. The 
«firſt was celebrated at the Winter Solſtice. They 
* called the Night on which it was obſerved the 
MoTtHrzx Nicur, as that which produced all the 
reſt; And that Epoch was rendered the more re- 
markable, as they dated from thence the Beginning 
of the Year, which among the Northern Nations 
was computed from one Winter Solſtice to another, 
as the Month was from one New Moon to the next. 
This Feaſt, which was very conſiderable, was nam- 
2d uur, and was celebrated in honour of Thor, 
or the Sun, in order to obtain a propitious Year 
and fruitful Seaſons. Sacrifices, Feaſting, Dances, 
nocturnal Aſſe mblies, and all the Demonſtrations _ 
of a moſt diſſolute Joy, were then authoriſed by ge- 
t neral Uſage : Theſe anſwered to the Saturnalia of 
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: already provided for 
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markable and ſtriking, as it proceeds from 
the Pen of a Papiſt. i 


Now what ſhall we ſay to theſe Things, 
but in the Words of the Text; Let no Man 


judge us in Reſpect of an Holy-Day, or of the 


New Moons, or of the Sabbath Days. If we re- 
gard not a Day; it is to the Loxp we do 
not regard it. As they were introduced in 


the Times when Chriſtianity began to be 
defaced by the Corruptions of human In- 


ventions, and aroſe from Superſtition and 
Weakneſs —As their Influence is very un- 
favourable to the Simplicity of Religion, 
to the civil Intereſt of Mankind. 3 the 
Purity 


of their Morals— As all the Pur- 


poſes of real Piety they can ſubſerve, are 


the genuine Inſti- 
tutions of Chriſtianity—and as the Obſer- 
vation of Days, Weeks, and Seaſons, is 


not agreeable to the Liberty wherewith 


Cnrisr 


„ the Romans, and were ina great Meaſure renewed | 
\ © afterwards among the People, on Occaſion of the 


"Feaſt of Chriſtmas,” Mallet's Northern Antiqui- 
ties, V. 1, P. 130, 1. The Tranſtator of this ingeni- 
us and learned Work remarks, that from Juvr, the 


ame of this Feaſt, is derived the Ang. Sax. Word | 


kot, or YULE, the old Name of Chriſtmas, 


N. B. In Scotland, Chriſtmas till retains this its 


tient Name, Yui, 
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CurrsT has made us free, We find our- 
ſelves obliged to declare we ſee no Holi- 
neſs in theſe Things, and devoutly wiſh 
they were entirely laid aſide by the Chril- 
tian World. If we do afſemble ourſelves 
together, as on this Day, it is not from a 
Reverence to this Day above others, but 
to improve the Leiſure for the Purpoſes 
of Religion, and to contribute, by the Of- 
hces and Inſtruttions of Piety, towards 
checking the Licentiouſneſs of the Seaſon. 
Let no Man then cenſure and condemn 
us. 

And, my Friends, on the other Hand, 
let us not judge and cenſure our fellow 
Chriſtians, who piouſly and conſcientiouſly 
obſerve this and other Feſtivals. For let 
our Minds admit this juſt and candid 
View of their Conduct. He that regardeth a 
Day, regardeth it unto the Lord, The Piety 
of their Intention is a Claim to our Can- 
dour; their Integrity in following the Dic- 
tates of their own Conſciences entitles 
them to our Eſteem ; and their Relation 
to JEsus CuR1sT, is an engaging Bond 
of mutual Love. | 

And in a Word; by our pious but chear- 
ful Obſervance of that Day, which has the 
Sanction of Gop's Word, and bears the 


Name of the Loxp ; by a ſerious Submiſ- 
| | ſion. 


| * 
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ſion to thoſe Rites of Baptiſm and the 

Loxy's Supper, which proceed from the 

Wiſdom of Car1sT himſelf; and by a de- 

vout Readineſs to join in the Duties of 


ſocial Worſhip on any Day, when the ne- 
ceflary Engagements of Life will permit 


us to meet together to glorify our Gop 


and SAviouvr—By thele Means, by this 
Conduct, Let us ſhow: that we are not in- 
different to the Ties and Duties of Reli- 
gion. This will prove that not a Want of 
Piety, but a ſcriptural and rational Senſe of | 
Religion, dictates our Sentiments, and ac- 
tuates our Condutt with Reſpett to Days 
and Seaſons. And let that World be much 
in our Thoughts, the Object of our fervent 
Prayers, the Aim of all our Purſuits, and 
the great Bent of our Lives; where the 
Society of holy and exalted Spirits Teſt not 
Day and Night, Weeks and Seaſons, ſaying 
in the ſublime and enraptured Strains of 
unremitting Devotion, — Hoh, holy, holy Lord 
God Almaghty, *who was, and is, and is io come. 

Amen. | | 


Fi EL 


, 
8 — — — 


2 * X 


4 


\ 


Lately publiſhed, by the ſame AvTror, 
Price 28. 6d. ſtitched, 


SERMONS 


PRINCIPALLY 


* 


ADDRESSED to YOUTH. © WM 


To whith 15 added, 
, *, :, | : 


A Tranſlation of Iſocrates's Oration to 


Demonicus. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


T H E Author having a few young Gentlemen 

| under his Inſtruction, is ready at any Tizae to 

take the Charge of more, either. Boarders or Day- 
Scholars. Youth are taught the Latin and Greek 
Claſſics, after the Method of St. Paul's School in Lon- 
don, the Globes, Geography, Writing and Arithme- 
tic, by himſelf and Aſſiſtants. 
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